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We continue our cycle of monthly messages for 2024 with the message for January 1, 2008 for 
our prayer groups and personal reflection.  

January 1, 2008 

Jesus 

I am always with you, dear apostles. You move through your days of service learning greater 
and greater lessons in holiness. I am the teacher. When you offer me your day, you pledge to 
remain with me throughout it. This in no way diminishes the need for you to experience your 
humanity with all of its joys and sorrows. On the contrary, it is through your daily joys and 
sorrows that you are learning the lessons of love. You might think that your cross is heavy and 
perhaps in truth the cross that you carry is heavy. You might think that you would proceed 
more easily or more swiftly without the cross. This is possible, my friends, but to what 
purpose? Surely, I, Jesus Christ, could have advanced more quickly and comfortably to 
Calvary without the jeering of the crowds, the physical infirmities, or the weight of the cross. 
This is an obvious statement. But you were destined to be saved by my Passion. The whole 
world benefited by my decision to accept God’s will, which included suffering. In the same 
way, the world is benefiting from your decision to accept the crosses in your life. You offer 
me your day. This is such a simple thing from the eyes of the world and yet, from the eyes of 
Heaven, this is a very large offering indeed. Do not be afraid of the cross in each day. Do not 
think that your cross will interfere with the plan that I have for you. The truth is the opposite. 
The plan that I have for you includes suffering, and your holiness will increase because of your 
crosses. I do not rejoice in the suffering of my friends. No, I do not. I do rejoice in the 
willingness of my friends to suffer, for me and with me. This will never change. My gratitude 
toward each of my beloved apostles increases as each day’s commitment flows into the past. 
A stream of allegiance pledges trail behind you as you proceed into tomorrow. Be at peace in 
your crosses, I beg you, because your crosses benefit you in ways that you cannot understand. 
It must be enough for you that the Savior understands. If you are weary, do not be afraid. You 
will have what you require to cope and I will sustain you. I was weary, also. If you falter, do 
not be discouraged. I faltered, also.  I will lift you back to your feet. There are no circumstances 
that should cause you to be anxious because just as you pledge your allegiance to the Father, 
I, the Savior, pledge my allegiance to you. I will take care of you, my beloved ones. You will 
not be abandoned. 


